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I have fond memories of growing up in a home where the 

singing of Christmas Carols around the piano was as common 

as watching Itõs a Wonderful Life or A Christmas Story .  We 

would have friends over on several occasions and we would 

gather to sing a mixture of the sacred and the secular. It was 

common to go from Away in a Manger  to away from the 

manger in a òone horse open sleighó back to the manger to 

sing What Child is This.   Christmas Carols are such an integral 

part of our experience of Christmas each year.  For many of us, 

it is the carols that usher in the season.  

 

On December 2 nd  as we begin the Advent -Christmas -Epiphany 

cycle, we will be offering a sermon series called òThere is a Song 

in the Air.ó  Not only will we be singing the carols but the 

sermons will draw from the scriptures and from the carols we 

love to sing.  We will begin by singing òO Come, O Come 

Emmanueló as we read the advent scriptures that encourage 

us to live in such a way that we welcome the coming of Jesus.  

As we get closer to Christmas the advent carols will give way to 

the songs of Bethlehem and we will finish the series with songs 

about the visit of the Magi.    

 

- Pastor Will 



5:00 pm Childrenõs Nativity Service 

Designed for parents with younger children, this service 

presents the Christmas story as a narration. The children's 

choirs will sing and ring handbells.  Children wishing to 

participate in the service, please contact Diane at 

dbeatley@centreville -umc.org by December 9.  

 
6:30 pm Candlelight Service  

A contemporary service featuring the songs of the season in 

a casual atmosphere. Communion will be served. 

Refreshments available.  This service meets in the Recreation 

and Outreach Center.  

  
           8:30 pm Candlelight Service  

A traditional worship service featuring 

music provided by the youth vocal and 

handbell choirs.  

 
11:00 pm Candlelight Service  

A traditional worship service featuring 

music by adult vocal and handbell choirs. 

Holy Communion is served.  
 



Advent Study with Pastor Will  

Thursdays, November 29 - December 20,  

7:30 PM in Room 218  

We will be studying òTravel the Highways of Adventó, by Stan 

Purdum.  

Highways get us from here to there.   In Travel the Highways of 

Advent , Stan Purdum invites us on a journey from the here of 

our everyday lives to the there of Christmas hope and life.  

The book is available for purchase at the Welcome Center.  

Based on availability, childcare (infant ð 

2nd grade) will be provided for this 

class, lecture or event with advance 

registration.   Please indicate the number 

and age of children when registering.  

To sign up for this study, visit 

www.centreville -umc.org.  

 



Christmas Decorating and Potluck  

Sunday, November 25, 4:30 -6:00 PM 

Narthex, Fellowship Hall, Sanctuary  

 

Don't you just love to see the church decorated for the 

Christmas Season? Want to join in on the fun and make 

that happen? If so, we hope that you will attend the 

annual Hanging of the Greens! We will be getting the 

church decked out for the Advent Festivities - singing along 

to Christmas Carols while we work - and enjoying a Potluck 

dinner when the work is complete. We'll work from 4:30 -6:00

- then start dinner at 6:00.  

The church will be providing 

ham for our main entree. For the 

potluck portion please bring the 

following: Last Names A -M Side 

Dish; Last Names N -Z Dessert. 

 

You can sign up at 

www.centreville -umc.org.  

 

Donõt have time to cook 

something?  Join us anyway!  



Ladiesõ Christmas Tea 

Saturday, December 1  

2:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall  

 

òFor God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love 

and self -control.ó (2 Timothy 1:7 ESV) 

God has made us brave, not fearful beings. Join author and 

blogger Kelly Johnson in considering a new way of thinking 

about what it means to be brave. You will be challenged to 

seek a greater intimacy with God and the people God has 

placed in your life.   

 

Through Scripture, stories, prayers, and thought -provoking 

questions, you will recognize the seeds of divinely inspired 

bravery and learn the strength found in 

community. Using letters of the 

word  brave  as a guide,  Being 

Brave  highlights what Godõs Word has to 

say about the characteristics of bravery: 

Bold, Resilient, Authentic, Vulnerable, and 

Engaged and Empowered by the Spirit.  



Menõs Advent Breakfast 

Saturday, December 1,  

9:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall  

 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earthé 

 

During the season of Advent we anxiously anticipate the 

first coming of Christ and we celebrate the hope in 

Immanuel ñthe presence of God with us. As followers of 

Jesus we believe that this is not the only time that God will 

come to earth. There will come a day when Christ returns.  

 

Rev. Mac McKenney from Good Shephard United 

Methodist Church will share with us about our Christian 

hope in the new heaven and the new earth. Together we 

will explore what this hope means for us today, and you 

will leave with an assurance of 

things hoped for and a 

conviction of things unseen.  

Men of all ages are invited.  

 



Advent Noontime Concerts  

December 5, 12 and 19  

In the Sanctuary  

 

On these three Wednesdays in Advent, the Music Ministry 

staff will present 30 -minute noontime concerts in the 

church sanctuary.    

 

December 5 ð Laura Hesse and Becky Jackson, Advent 

piano and organ selections.  

 

December 12 ð Jason Moon, baritone, Laura Hesse 

accompanist; Becky Jackson, organ 

selections.  

 

December 19 ð Laura Hesse and Becky 

Jackson, Christmas piano and organ 

selections.  

 

You are welcome to attend the full 

concert or come and go as necessary.  



Service of Light  

 Sunday, December 16  

 at 7:00 PM in the Chapel.  

 

All are welcome to attend this special service of worship.   It is 

especially suited for people who have experienced a 

significant loss in the past year and for those whose 

circumstances in life have changed, making this holiday 

season difficult.    

This is a contemplative service with piano music, and space 

for reflection and introspection.  Come as you are.  

 



Poinsettia Tree  
 

Remember a loved one by purchasing a poinsettia plant that 

will adorn the church in their honor/memory during the 

Advent and Christmas season!  

 

If you would like to purchase a plant, the cost is $15.00 per 

poinsettia.  You can place your order and pay using the 

online giving program on the church website, 

www.centreville -umc.org.   You may also submit a paper 

order form (available at the welcome center) with a check 

(payable to CUMC) to the church office, or place it in the 

Sunday offering plate. Please indicate ôPoinsettiaõ on the 

memo line.  

 

Deadline to place an order is 

Sunday, December 9 .  

 

Poinsettias may be taken home 

following the 11:00 PM service on 

Christmas Eve.  



On Sunday, December 16 at the 9:30 and 11:00 services 

Chancel Choir and guest instrumentalists will present òHow 

Great Our Joy,ó a service of Christmas music.  Anthems will 

include Hark! The Herald Angels Sing, How Far is it to 

Bethlehem for choir women, piano, flute and oboe, and a 

beautiful new arrangement, See Amid the Winterõs Snow.   

On Sunday, December 16, the Music Ministry will have one -

pound containers of yummy homemade Christmas cookies for 

sale between services.   The price per pound will be $6.00 ð our 

first price increase in over 25 years of selling cookies.   One third 

of proceeds go to mission with the rest being applied toward 

unbudgeted Music Ministry expenses.   We will also be selling our 

Doggie Treats this year - $4.00 for a 6 -oz bag.   Profits will support 

animals displaced by this yearõs hurricanes. 


