
  

JOY in January!!!  
BACK to SCHOOL 
time in El Salvador – 
God is ALWAYS good! 
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January Prayer Focus:  Please pray 
over my upcoming travel 
arrangements…for peace and calm and 
all details falling into place. 

Also please pray for a new Sunday 
School Ministry Leadership Team that 
I will be developing in the month of 
January.  Once this team is created, 
we will begin meeting and visioning how 
to enhance the Sunday School 
Ministries of the local Methodist 
churches in El Salvador. 

This January our family is 
very thankful for all the 
blessings God poured upon us 
in 2019.  We are especially 
thankful for the blessing of 
Camila as a part of our family.  
Still no official adoption, but 
we are trusting in God’s 
perfect plan and timing in 

formalizing our family.  This past year we celebrated with Camila as she 
participated as the queen of Colegio Metodista, was honored as one of 
the top three students in her section of first grade, and celebrated 8 
wonderful years of life in December with a splash party at our home 
with some of her favorite friends. 

In August 2019 we sadly said good-bye to 
our faithful companion, Buddie.  He was 
seventeen years old and was a part of our 
family for longer than I can remember.  He 
got to come to El Salvador from North 
Carolina in 2013 on the airplane and was 
famous in our neighborhood as the “dog who 
spoke English.”  He quickly adapted to his new 
Salvadoran lifestyle of tortillas and year-round 

sunshine.  He grew old gracefully and his ashes are spread at a 
cemetery in the green zone of San Salvador.  Buddie will always have a 
special place in our hearts.  We love and miss him. 

Looking into 2020 there are several exciting things in the 
works.   It’s back to school time in just a few weeks…first day of 
school will be January 20th.  This year our school will add on high school 
classes and will have two campuses.  As the student population grows, 
the English Department will also grow…from just me to two additional 
young adult missionaries and one faithful local volunteer.  We will 
continue striving to share a love for JESUS and ENGLISH with our students 
as we teach in INTERACTIVE ways. 

At the END of February/BEGINNING of March…I will be traveling to 
North Carolina, Georgia, and Virginia to visit several supporting churches.  
It’s a quick trip…cause there’s always lots do to back in 

“The Lord has 
done great things 
for us and we are 
filled with JOY!” 
Psalm 126:3 



AHUACHAPAN, and I’ll be 
missing Brian and Camila too 
much to stay away from home 
too long…but I hope to pack in 
as many visits as possible.  
There are only 3 Sundays in my 
stay and they are already 
committed…but I’d love to 
schedule a mid-week visit with 
your church if possible.  Please 
let me know if you’d be 
interested in hosting me and 
hearing about how God’s been 
busy in Ahuachapan.   

An opportunity to 
connect face to 
face….Technology makes our 
world so much smaller, so 
much closer.  I’d love to get 
together with your church’s 
missions committee, church 
council, small groups, UMW 
Circles, church staff, coffee 
group, Bible Study, … you name 
it.  We can schedule a meeting 
through the video conferencing 
forum of your choice.  Contact 
me through email at 
ellyndubberly@gmail.com to 
set up a time for us to connect.  
It’s so much better when we 
have time to meet face to face. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
SUPPORT THROUGH PRAYERS 
AND SALARY SUPPORT.  IT 
MAKES A BIG DIFFERENCE.   

Your Missionary,  

Ellyn Dubberly 

January Meditation:  Beautiful Reminders in Broken Pieces 

Camila began spending time with Brian and I when she was only three 
and a half years old.  So many important things happened in those early 
days of getting to know each other.  Today in our garden we have a 
steppingstone that serves as a constant reminder of that time and of 
God’s faithfulness to each of us as our story continues to unfold.  Brian, 
Camila, and I made the steppingstone together from the collected 
pieces of a broken dish.   

One evening, after dinner Camila was washing dishes by choice.  She 
often did that unprompted as a way of expressing her gratitude.  On this 
evening we heard a crash and then a loud scream followed by abrupt 
crying.  Heavy crying of which comes from deep down within and 
without resolve.   

Brian and I immediately rushed to Camila’s aid and saw what had 
happened.  Broken pieces of a ceramic plate covered the kitchen floor.  
As she began profusely apologizing, we began hugging and explaining 
that we love her so much more than a dish…we have other dishes…but 
there is only one precious Camila who is irreplaceable and who is loved 
so much more than a dish.   

God loves each of us much the same.  We often undervalue how we are 
seen in the eyes of God.  He doesn’t see us the way that humans do… 
looking at outward appearances.  He looks at our hearts.  We are His 
most precious treasure.  We are loved beyond measure.  We are so 
precious to God that He knows the numbers of hairs on our heads.  
Remember that today.  As you reflect on how much you are loved by 
God, be encouraged to share that love with someone else.  God’s love 
overflows…it’s not meant to be kept in one vessel, it’s meant to spill 
over and fill many vessels.   

The bringing of God’s Kingdom Come happens not in the big events, but 
in the small moments, small decisions, little talks.  Ask God to give you 
an unexpected opportunity to share His love with someone in your life 
today.   
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