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The happiest of holidays
Hello everyone and happy Solar New Year! I’m sorry I didn’t write

last month, but time always sees to move so fast and there never

seems to be enough of it to do everything you want to do. Some

of you may have already heard, but this November was very

special because my parents visited! In December, I had plenty of

new adventures throughout advent season. Last but not least, I

rang in the New Year with good friends and made some new

resolutions. I was busy, but I made sure to take time to step back

and realize just how blessed I am to be on this big adventure.

I’ve wanted to be a missionary for so long and God has given me

new opportunities to understand the value of the work I’m

doing every day. 

 

So let’s dive in! I’ve been talking about how much I love it here

for so long and my parents have talked for a long time about

how they wanted to see where I live and meet the people I work

with. They finally got the opportunity over the Thanksgiving 

A quote for the new
year: 

Write it on your
heart that every day
is the best day in the

year.
-Ralph Waldo

Emmerson
 



holiday. They came to visit over my fall break, so I had the chance to spend an entire week with

them. My dad served in Korea for one year when he first joined the Army so he was excited to

see how much Korea has changed in the 25 years since he’s been here. My mom had never

seen Korea so this was a new big adventure for her as well. 

I loved having the chance to see someone experience life in my community for the first time.

My parents got to eat the foods I eat, wake up to the sunrise I get to see every day, and meet

the people who have become family to me. I also had the opportunity to be a tourist in Mokpo

for the first time since I’ve gotten here so I had almost as many new experiences as they did.

Conversely, I had the opportunity to see a group of people meet my family for the first time.

Some of you may not have met my parents, but I can assure you that knowing the Rust family

is an Experience. I’ll never forget the shock on my supervisor’s face when I turned to my dad

and said “let’s do this picture like a 90’s rap album cover” and we both knew exactly what to

do. 

 

After my parents went home, we started the new quarter and ran headfirst into Advent season.

The students were busy all month rehearsing for their Christmas performance. Every year the

students break into groups and perform for the church members. Between the two

performances I’ve been to, I’ve seen drum performances, dramas, singing, and dancing. I love

watching these because every student gives 100% in their performance. Nobody acts like

they’re “too cool” to participate and everyone works really hard as a team to present something

special. It’s uncommon to see such a large group of teens so invested in doing their best. 

I survived planning another Yettrang Christmas party and I celebrated Christmas with my

Yettrang church family. One of my favorite parts of Christmas is celebrating Christmas Eve with

my family and this year was no different. We got together on Facebook Messenger and read

Then Night Before Christmas and the Christmas story found in the book of Luke in our

matching pajamas. I live thousands of miles away, but family traditions like this make me feel

like I’m back at home again. 

Our 90's rap album cover
Celebrating my mom's first

time in Korea
Perfect example of how

excited I was to "talk to" my
cat on Christmas Eve



Fun Culture Fact!

In Korea, people consider January 1st as the day everyone

ages up. They also count you as one year old at birth

which means that in America I'm 22, but in Korea I'm 24.

New Year’s Eve was also very special for me. As I get older, I come to appreciate this holiday more

and more. Every year I fall a little more in love with my life and this year was no different. It brings

me so much joy to think about all of the things that happened in 2019. The world got very ugly

and I’ve faced plenty of challenges, I also saw so much love and care for others, I saw a lot of

beautiful things happen and I was blessed enough to be a part of it. I think a big part of that was

my GMF midterm event. Young people who have incredible passion for God and a thirst for

justice that cannot be expressed in mere words surrounded me. It feels like the world is

becoming a place beyond saving, but I spent 2019 being impressed by the generosity, courage,

joy, and perseverance of the people who haven’t given up on it yet. Everything seems bad, but

God is still doing great things around us every day. 

 

I rang in the New Year praying for 2020 with people who are very important to me and it was the

perfect way to start a new year. I also got to start the New Year already in my pajamas, which is

ideal. I know that many of you cringe when you hear people talking about making New Year’s

resolutions, but I think they’re very important when you do them right. I encourage you to set a

New Year’s resolution as well. I’m not talking about wanting to change yourself completely or

making a goal to reach a huge unattainable goal by the end of the year. I encourage you to make

little goals for yourself to lead you to become a little closer to the person you want to be. I say this

because I’ve had the same resolution for the past few years and it's made a huge difference in my

life. I promised to be nicer to myself. It’s not big or earth shattering, but it has changed my life

and the lives of those around me. What could your resolution for 2020 be? I’m always here to talk

with you about it if you need someone to brainstorm with or encourage you.



KEEP  I N  TOUCH !

Follow my journey on social media
and through my newsletters!

Look out for my newsletters (hopefully)

once a month. Feel free to send me your

prayer requests, good news, or your New

Years resolutions! I want to support your

journey as well. Learn more about the

Global Mission Fellows program at

https://www.umcmission.org/explore-our-

work/missionaries-in-service/missionary-

profiles/3022483 or reach out to me on

social media or through email. If you feel

led to donate to my advance, my advance

number is 3022483.

mrust@umcmission.org

Megan Rust

netflix_and_cry_

All my love,

Megan Rust


