
Prayer RequestsHello everybody!
I hope that you all are doing well and staying safe and healthy during this crazy time. We just got 
home from our spring break trip last week and the America we came back to was certainly a whole 
lot different from the one we left! 

BOGOTA

We had a wonderful trip to Columbia with our team 
of 13 staff and students. It was great to see everyone 
embrace a new culture and build relationships with staff 
and students in Bogota. We had quite a few challenges 
throughout the week including over half of our team 
dealing with sickness (not Coronavirus related) a giant 
hailstorm that flooded the local Cru office and getting 
kicked off a campus for not having a permit. Despite the 
bumps in the Road we saw God work in many ways and 
enjoyed our time serving together!

The main goal of our trip was to have conversations 
with students on campus about their lives and what they 
believe. We wanted to find more Christian students to 
join in the local Cru movement and invite non-believers 
to get connected and continue conversations about the 
gospel and their beliefs. There are over 80 universities 
and a million college students in the city of Bogota, but 
they are in need of more staff and student leaders to 
reach them.

Simon
We had many great conversations throughout the 
week but one that stands out was on our last day. My 
teammate Malin and I met a student named Simon who 
had lived in New York for four years and spoke perfect 
English. This was great for us because our Spanish skills 
are no bueno. We talked with Simon for an hour and a 
half about his beliefs and got to share the message of 
the Bible with him. He considers himself to be agnostic, 
asked lots of great questions and by the end of the conversation he thanked us for changing his 
outlook on Christianity.  He said that he had always had a negative view of the church but that what 
we talked about and how we shared it was different from what he had heard before. 

Simon came and ate lunch with our team and stayed with us the rest of the evening for a Cru gath-
ering that night. He was very excited to be with Americans because he misses the U.S. and consid-
ers English to be his heart language. He quickly befriended some of the guys on our team and had 
so much fun with them that by the end of the evening he was calling them his brothers and told 
us it was the most alive he had ever felt. We are hoping that Simon will continue to build strong 
friendships with those in Cru and keep learning more about the love that God has for him! If you 
would like to hear more about our trip please reach out, I would love to share.

Grace and peace  

• Continue to pray for our world, for 
those who are impacted, physically, 
mentally, and economically by this 
pandemic. For healing and for people to 
be drawn near to God through this all.

• For our team and students that we can 
continue winning, building, and sending 
students during this time.

• Pray for the Bogota Cru team that 
they would have a fruitful ministry in 
such an abundant area of the world 
for college students. That God would 
continue to raise up laborers and work 
through their ministry!

•  Lastly, Please let me know how I can 
be praying for you and your family 
during this time and if there is anything 
I can do for you. I am so grateful to 
have such a wonderful support team 
alongside me in ministry. Thank you for 
being a part of it!

Grace Dennis
@ George Mason 

March 2020

CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
As you can imagine, campus ministry is going 
to look a lot different for the rest of this year 
as Mason has moved to online instruction. 
We are sad to not be able to be in person 
with our students but are continuing the 
majority of our regular activities such as 
small groups, discipleship, and others online 
over video chat. We know that students need 
strong community and hope in the Lord now 
more than ever and we are trusting God 
for guidance and wisdom during this time 
as we try to find creative ways to continue 
our mission. Please pray for our team and 
students during this time of challenges and 
change. We know that God works all things 
together for the good of those who love him! 

Using Soularium, a Cru survey to 
ask students about their beliefs on a 

campus in Bogota

Our team in the beautiful downtown 
Bogota square!

VIRTUAL VISION DINNER
On April 17th at 7pm we will be having a 
shortened virtual version of our annual 
campus vision dinner. It will be a 30 minute 
program to hear from staff and students 
about how God has been working at George 
Mason this year. I would love to have you all 
join me that evening to hear about how your 
partnership has made an impact! Please let 
me know if you are interested in “attending.”
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Ellyn Benson Dubberly 

Missionary Serving in El Salvador, Central America 

Advance # 3021818 

Contact: ellyndubberly@gmail.com 

Ellyn’s 2020 Itineration Schedule…Please come see 

me at a church near you!!!  (Contact me for times) 

Feb 23 – First UMC, Rocky Mount, NC 

Feb 24 – Central UMC, Laurinburg, NC 

Feb 25 – NCCUMC, Garner, NC 

Feb 26 – Central UMC, Asheville, NC 

March 1 – Cornerstone UMC, Newnan, GA 

March 2-3 – Global Ministries, Atlanta, GA 

March 4 – McDonough First UMC, McDonough, GA 

March 7 – Roanoke Rapids, NC UMW 

March 8 – Fair Haven UMC – Rodanthe, NC 

March 11 – TBD 

March 12 – EL SALVADOR or BUST 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A common statement from those who participate in missions is “I receive so 

much more than I give.”  There is so much truth to that statement.  Over the 

years as I have tried to discern how to explain my call to the ministry of missions – 

specifically my work in El Salvador…I am overwhelmed by the feeling that I was 

sent here so that God could minister to me through the experiences He has 

laid out for me here in El Salvador.  Yes, I hope that I am making a difference and 

helping shape the futures of my English students…and yes, I pray that I am making 

an eternal impact for good in the name of Jesus in the way that I partner with my 

husband Brian in raising our daughter Camila.  But in all honesty, daily I am 

humbled by the ways that God is working in me…in my heart…chipping away 

at the hardened places and creating new, smooth flesh.  He does this regularly 

through the unexpected smiles and warm hugs from my students…from the kind 

words of a parent or co-teacher…from the gentle messages in the sermon on 

Sunday at church.  God is so very good to me.  And I give thanks to Him that 

somehow, He loves me enough to call me away to melt my heart for Him and 

His PEOPLE. 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT OF PRAYERS AND FINANCIAL GIFTS TOWARDS MY 

SALARY SUPPORT.  WITHOUT THAT I COULD NOT LIVE OUT GOD’S CALL IN MY LIFE.  THANK YOU!!! 



 

 

  

A FEW UPDATES 

At CHURCH…The Methodist Church in El Salvador 

celebrates 26 years in ministry this January as the first 

Methodist Church in the country, New Jerusalem 

Methodist Church celebrates their 26th Anniversary.  God 

has been faithful to the church as its people have  

witnessed children and youth grow and now serve as 

adults in the church setting as well as bear witness to 

the celebrations as previous leaders have completed the 

race in this life and passed over to a new life eternal. All 

the time, God has remained faithful and active.  “And 

surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”  

Mt. 28:20b 

Also…the youth group at La Providencia have begun their 

new year with a study series on GRACE…and they have 

invited me to share the message over the next few 

weeks.  It’s exciting to see how God is moving in powerful 

ways in the lives of our youth and young adults. 

AT SCHOOL…Parent teacher meetings and first two 

weeks of school….so far, we are off to a great start.  We 

have welcomed new teachers as well as new students and 

families into our Colegio Metodista Family…minus a few 

tears from the Kinder 4 classroom…we are all smiles! 

 

Photos on side: 1,2, & 3 - Parent/Teacher Meeting 

4 - 9th Grade English Class 

26th Anniversary Celebration and Worship at New 

Jerusalem Methodist Church in Ahuachapan.  

Saturday, January 25, 2020. 

 



 

 

FLASHBACK February Meditation – My Cup Overflows…written in November 2013 

     A few days ago, at the daily children’s program (Infancia con Futura) the children had a special drink 

with their snack – Pepsi!  I watched as one of the girls carried her snack to her seat on the 

sidewalk.  Just as she sat down her cup of Pepsi spilled out, all over the sidewalk.  My instinct was to 

rush over and take care of it for her, but I stopped myself, realizing this was an opportunity to observe 

her problem-solving skills.  (I would jump in when I saw she needed help.)  With a brief pause and a look 

of disappointment, she gathered her stuff and moved away from the spilled drink.  

 

      A few moments later, one of the older girls came over with her snack.  When she saw what had 

happened, she immediately poured half of her Pepsi into her friend’s empty cup.  She didn't even hesitate 

to share her blessing of a full cup with her friend.   

 
 
     What a beautiful picture of God’s love for us and how we are to display that love for others to see 

and know that the Lord is good and loves them too!!! 

 

      How many times have you felt disappointed over an empty cup?  How many times have you noticed 

another person’s cup empty?  Did you pour half of your full cup into theirs?  

 

     Today, give thanks to God that He fills our cups daily with rivers of living water.  Look for ways you 

can help fill the cups of those around you with His everlasting love.   

 

                 "Anyone who believes in me may come and drink!  

For the Scriptures declare, 'Rivers of living water will flow from his 

heart.'"  John 7:38 
 

Please pray for the children of El Salvador.  
 That they will know the joy of LIVING WATER flowing from their hearts,  

overflowing so that others will also know the love of the One, True God!   

*Infancia Con Futura was a weekday afterschool ministry that has been rebirthed into the ministry of the Methodist 

School.  I’m so glad that God allowed me the opportunity to be part of this ministry in my first years in El Salvador.  And 

I’m especially thankful that He has allowed me to witness that ministry blossom into something so much bigger and 

better that reaches many more children and youth in El Salvador. 
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COVID-19 and Other Concerns
January was the month of the flu and February quickly became

the month of COVID-19 (also known as coronavirus or 코로나)

spreading in Korea. I didn't write a newsletter last month because

almost every student got the flu and between the illness and the

school breaks, we didn't have a full week of school all month.

Going through cold and flu season is bad enough at a public

school, but I didn't realize that it would be 10X worse at a

boarding school. February came and I was relieved to be done

aggressively avoiding germs for a while.

 

Obviously that didn't happen. As I'm writing this, there have been

3,526 confirmed cases, 17 deaths, and 30 recoveries making South

Korea the country with the second highest number of cases right

after China. This month also marks the first time I have ever worn

a surgical mask to prevent disease. Even during a panic, I'm still

learning new things about Korean culture.

(LEFT) COOKING

CLUB IS MY

FAVORITE PART OF

MY WEEK. THIS

PICTURE IS THE

BOYS WORKING

TOGETHER TO

FINISH OUR RECIPE.

 

(RIGHT) I MAY BE

ALLERGIC TO

ONIONS, BUT I'M THE

ONLY ONE THAT

DOESN'T CRY WHEN

I CUT THEM SO I'M

THE DESIGNATED

ONION CHOPPER

FOR COOKING CLUB



Those are really scary statistics, but don't let the high statistics scare you too much.

Korea has a strong health care system and a pretty strong infrastructure which

means that they're probably treating a high percentage of the people in the country

who have the virus. South Korea has a socialized healthcare system which means

that people don't have to worry about the cost of being treated for the virus. This

results in more people getting tested because they won't be charged thousands of

dollars for a treatment they can't opt out of once they are diagnosed. The South

Korean government is also actively involved in attempting to contain the disease.

They are using their emergency alert system (very similar to the AMBER Alert

notifications Americans sometimes get on their phones) to provide Koreans with

practical advice and resources to prevent the spread of the virus in addition to

closing schools and tracking the causes of outbreaks in different provinces. The

number of cases is still daunting, but I'm confident that the number of cases they

have caught and reported is similar to the number of people total that have the

virus which is a small comfort to me.

 

As the number of cases continues to climb I encourage you to keep the people

impacted by the virus in your prayers. The medical professionals treating patients,

researchers looking for a cure, patients currently being treated, and their loved ones

are all in need of as much support as they can get. I also ask that you pray for Asian

Americans from the countries impacted by the disease. There has been a rise in

racially motivated attacks against Asian Americans as a direct result of the fear

caused by the virus. 

We cleaned the school during
break so obviously I got in the

big box

I really hate wearing a mask This is basically a quesadilla 
 with 김치전 (kimchi pancake)

instead of a tortilla. Its amazing

  



KEEP  I N  TOUCH !

Follow my journey on social media
and through my newsletters!

Look out for my newsletters (hopefully)

once a month. Feel free to send me your

prayer requests, good news, or anything

you want! I want to support your journey

as well. Learn more about the Global

Mission Fellows program at

https://www.umcmission.org/explore-our-

work/missionaries-in-service/missionary-

profiles/3022483 or reach out to me on

social media or through email. If you feel

led to donate to my advance, my advance

number is 3022483.

mrust@umcmission.org

Megan Rust

netflix_and_cry_

All my love,

Megan Rust



  

   

New Year, New Opportunities 
Happy New Year everyone from us to you! Erin and I hope that you guys had a 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year with close friends and family. We had 

a very Merry Christmas and New Year here in Freiburg. On the 12th of 

December, we had our yearly Christmas party and it went really well! Our 

teammate, Anna, got sick at the last moment, so we had to be flexible and do 

the best we could with just two of us, and I would say we nailed it as best as we 

could! We had a delicious dinner prepared by Erin and then we played White 

elephant! And if you ever played white elephant, you could imagine that we had 

our share of good laughs! It was a great night! Erin also told the Christmas 

story from a Shepherd's perspective, which was really cool and it seemed like 

the students really enjoyed it and took something away from the talk. It was just 

such a rewarding night of Christmas cheer and fellowship with students.   



I just love a new year. New opportunities are something that really excite me! 

One opportunity that I am excited about is with a student that I have become 

closer with. I'll call him "Wilhelm". We are going to read Matthew together so 

that he can help me with my German Bible language skills. I'm trusting that God 

will help me prepare for these encounters and that God will open up Wilhelm's 

heart for what his words mean and not just what he is saying. I'm also just 

excited to have more one on one time with him because he is one of the nicest 

people you'll ever meet and he is just a joy to be around. Please pray with me 

as I prepare for these times with Wilhelm and pray for Erin as she continues her 

conversations with Val (mentioned in previous update) and other students at 

Unterwegs. 

 

 

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT: 

Erin and I will be in the U.S. from the middle of February until the end of March 

and were hoping to find a car that could be available for us to use. Any car 

would be great and we would greatly appreciate it if you or someone you know 

could help us out! WE ARE EXCITED TO SEE YOU!!! 

 

If you haven't heard from us yet to set up a time, please feel free to reach out! 

We want to make sure we can see as many of you as possible during that short 

visit. 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

pray... 

...with us as we continue towards 

making Unterwegs Freiburg more 

sustainable for the future. We are 

wanting to make our campus house 

rent be reliant not on our budget, but 

rather from other monthly support in 

order to help lighten the support 

raising load for current and future 

teammates. 

 



 

 

pray... 

...for our teammates, Max and Emily, 

as well as their baby boy, Koen. 

Everyone seems to be doing 

well! Max will be coming back from 

paternity leave in a couple of weeks, 

so just pray that everything goes 

smoothly with him coming back and 

Emily being home alone with little 

Koen! 

 



 

 

Here's a little baby preciousness to brighten your day :)  
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You are receiving this email because you are a supporter of Unterwegs (Globalscope Germany). If you 

believe that you are falsely receiving this email OR if you would like to stop receiving these emails, please 

tell me and I will remove you from the list. 

 

Our mailing address is: 

Donovan & Erin Harper 

PO Box 50120 

Indianapolis, IN 46250 

 

Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 
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